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SANDPOINTER 
September 7, 2016 

Sand Point Community 
United Methodist Church 

4710 NE 70th St., Seattle, WA 98115-6148 
206-523-3040; sandpointcommunity.org 

spcommunity@qwestoffice.net 
Rev. Janelle Kurtz, Pastor 

 

Homecoming 

Sunday 
 

Sunday, Sept. 11th 
 

There will be a blessing of the backpacks during worship 
and a potluck lunch in Perry Hall following the service.  
Sarah Ritchey will be doing face painting for the children 
and the children at heart.  
 
A ham, drinks and rolls will be provided for the potluck.  
Please bring:  L-M—side dishes; N-T—salads;  
all others—desserts. 

A Farewell 
 

We say farewell to Bishop Grant Hagiya who 
has been assigned to serve the Los Angeles  
Area by the Committee on Episcopacy,  
Western Jurisdiction, effective Sept. 1st. 

 

And a Welcome 
 

We welcome Bishop Elaine Stanovsky, who 
has been assigned to the Greater Northwest  
Area by the Committee on Episcopacy,  
Western Jurisdiction, effective Sept. 1st. 



2 

From Our Pastor … 
 

Friends in Faith, 
 

 I’m baaack! Not quite rested, but wonderfully renewed! 
I am so grateful to you for the care you showed while we  
began to adjust to being a family of three. The cards fed our 
hearts as surely as the meals satisfied our hungry stomachs. 
But it was more than that; you gave me a far greater gift than 
anything tangible: grace.  
 Grace in the form of time and grace in the form of 
peace of mind. For you respected our need for time and space 
to adapt, even as you were eager to meet Sasha. You  
welcomed Pastors Jan and Bill with warmth so I didn’t have 
to worry. You cared for each other in times of need and grief. 
You maintained the facilities, managed unexpected  
transitions. You worshipped and gathered and served. In 
short, you were the church! 
 There is no greater gift you could give. You see, some-
times I confuse my role as pastor, with the call of the church 
as a whole. I begin to think that I am the church, as in, me all 
alone. I don’t intend to think this way, it’s just one of those 
unfortunate side effects for recovering perfectionists. The 
problem is, when I think like this it leaves me reducing my 
worth to a list of tasks and accomplishments. As if all I am is 
what I do. 
 Yet, over these past 12 weeks, you have cared for me, 
as me. Not for the role I serve or the tasks I accomplish. You 
have been the church to me. Which I should mention, I think 
you always do this well, but being away on leave helped me 
to see it and receive it in a new way. It is a true gift. Y ou 
showed me how God sees me. How God sees us all--as  
beloved children, worthy and valued.  
 Friends, this freed me to be my best, God-created, grace
-filled self. There is no better way to begin the journey into 
motherhood than from that foundation. It is a joy beyond 
words. So I simply say: thank you. From the depths of my 
being, thank you. I can’t wait for Sasha to receive the same 
care, compassion, grace and joy that Kevin and I have  
already known. 

Filled with joy, 

Pastor Janelle 
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Calendar 

 

Sunday  (Sept. 11)  Homecoming Sunday 
 Worship Service—10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
 Fellowship Hour & Potluck Lunch—after worship  

service, Perry Hall 
Monday  (Sept. 12) 
 SANDPOINTER (newsletter) deadline 
Tuesday  (Sept. 13) 
 UMW Luncheon—12:00 noon , Perry Hall 
 Church Council Meeting—7:00 p.m., Fireside Room 
Wednesday  (Sept. 14) 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
Saturday  (Sept. 17) 
 Mayors’ Day of Concern for the Hungry— at Wedgwood 

Safeway 
Tuesday  (Sept. 20) 
 Men’s Bible Study—10:00 a.m., Fireside Room 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

Friday  (Sept. 23) 
 Parents’ Night Out—5:00 to 8:00 p.m., Perry Hall 
Sunday  (Sept. 25) 
 Tent City 3—dinner prep. @ 2 p.m., delivery & serving  

approximately 5 p.m. 
Wednesday  (Sept. 28) 
 Bell Choir—6:30 p.m., Choir Room 
 Chancel Choir—7:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
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Saturday, September 17th at Wedgwood Safeway 
(Share a couple of hours … make a huge difference!) 

 

This is the 24th year that the Emergency Feeding Program 
has sponsored this major food drive.  The hope is to collect 
22 tons of vitally needed non-perishable foods.  Contact 
Jane Stevens to sign up for a 2 hr. 15 min. shift between 
9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.   

 

Melodies of Compassion 

for September 

 
Melodies of Compassion for the month of 
September will be donated to UMCOR - 
United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

This organization, through the General Board of Global 
Ministry, works to alleviate human suffering throughout 
the world, and always 100% of donations are spent as  
donors specify.  Right now Louisiana is suffering greatly 
from flooding and the earthquake in Italy has destroyed a 
city.  UMCOR is already helping these victims.  Please 
give generously to Melodies this month! 
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Please Pray for: 

Ralph & Tiero Jenkins — Ralph has  
serious health issues.  Cards would be  
welcome.  If Ralph feels up to visitors, they 
would be welcome too.  Please call first to 
be sure itôs a good day/time for him. 
 

In Memoriam 

Betty Loomis—we learned recently that Betty 
passed away in June. 

Available Housing? 

A member of our church community is looking for housing 
(either a house or an apartment) for a family of 4.  Please 
contact the church office if you know of available housing.  
Email:  spcommunity@qwestoffice.net or 206-523-3040 

Saying Goodbye 

to 

Jeny Carlson 

 
Best of wishes to Jeny as  

she begins her new position.  
 

(photo by Kathy Warnaca) 

United Methodist Women’s 

Luncheon 
 

Tuesday, September 13th 
12:00 noon in Perry Hall 

 

All women in our church community (and friends) are 
welcome.  Bring a sandwich.  Beverages and dessert will 
be provided. 

 

Happy Anniversary to … 

 
Berta and Tom Cohen who are 
celebrating their 60th wedding 
anniversary this month! 
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Ron Vigil cleaning the roof 
 

Photo by Susan Vigil  
(who also helped clean  

the roof) 

Letter from Sarah Ritchey 

 
I am very excited to be taking on the leadership role of Dir. of 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries this fall. This new role 
combines the previous responsibilities I had working with our 
Little Ones program with new responsibilities to the faith  
formation of Elementary, Junior High, and High School youth 
as well as their families.   
 
I have been a part of this congregation for the past six years 
and have watched as it has continued to fulfill its mission of 
making disciples and serving the Body of Christ over that  
period of time. I look forward to building upon our  
inter-generational ministries community as we explore ways to  
implement our vision for the Children, Youth, and Family  
program through Worship, faith missions, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  
 
If you don’t know me yet, I would love to have an  
opportunity to share more about myself. My husband,  
Adam, and I have been married for 13 years, though we have 
known each other for over 20. We have two boys, Ewan (2nd 
grader) and Matthew (9 months old). I am an artist, working 
specifically creating papercut artworks. I love exploring  
Seattle: visiting museums and parks, walking trails and  
wandering through farmer’s markets, meeting new people and 
learning all about the places in the Pacific Northwest. 

 

Blessings,  

Sarah 
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Friday, September 23 

from 5:00-8:00 pm. 

Perry Hall 

 

We are hosting a Parents’ Night Out for the back to school 
season. Our qualified staff and volunteers will be present 
while the kids will play games, create crafts, eat dinner, 
and watch a short movie. This event will be open for  
children ages 0-12.  Suggested donation:  $5 per child/ $10 
per family.  Please register with Sarah Ritchey (email:  
spclitteones@gmail.com or 206-523-3040) by September 
18th if you plan to have your child/children attend.  

 

Men’s Bible Study 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays 

10:00 a.m. 

Fireside Room 

 
All men of the church  
are welcome to attend. 

 

Chancel Choir  

has resumed:  

Wed. evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Bell Choir 

to resume on Sept. 28th, 6:30 p.m. 

http://www.solobells.com/Handbell_soloist_Nancy_Kirkner/Photos.html

