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Rev. Janelle Kurtz, Pastor

Community Potluck Dinner,
Popcorn and a Movie

Friday, February 10th, 6-8pm

Join us to watch the beautifully animated and now classic film
My Neighbour Totoro. When two girls move to the country to be
near their ailing mother, they have adventures with the wondrous
forest spirits who live nearby. Written and directed by Hayao
Miyazaki. Bring a main dish or salad to share for the potluck
dinner. Popcorn will be provided!

All ages are welcome! If you have any questions please contact
Sarah Ritchey at spclittleones@gmail.com or 206-523-3040.
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Volunteers needed for Sunday School
~every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.~

Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Elementary-Aged kids (K-5) gather
for Sunday School in the classroom located downstairs. Junior
High / High School Youth (6th grade and up) continue to meet
regularly in the Youth Recreation Room.

If you would like to help in the classrooms and learn alongside
our Sand Point Kids and Youth, please contact Sarah Ritchey at
spclittleones@gmail.com or 206-523-3040.
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From Our Pastor...

This past week, the United Methodist Church’s Council of
Bishops President, Bishop Bruce R. Ough released the following
statement in response to an executive order from President Trump
(excerpt below in italics). I share it for two reasons: 1. As an example
(not the only one!) of how our denomination engages with social and
political issues from a theological groundwork. 2. Because this
response issues a challenge to all people of faith that transcends any
politics. It’s a challenge for discipleship and how we live our faith
everyday. I’ll say more about this second reason here:

The challenge Bishop Ough issues is for people of faith to
dismantle the walls that we build around our own souls. These might be
walls of fear that keep us separate, walls of false security to protect our
vulnerability, walls of busyness to distract us from life’s deeper calling
that keep us up at night, walls of tradition that give us a sense of
control, walls of reason that block us from the mystery of Spirit that is
beyond us. It might be hundreds of other walls that we build in defense
of our way of being.

Of course, walls and boundaries can serve good purposes, but
they can also confine the flourishing of God’s work within us. Bishop
Ough’s challenge for us to dismantle these walls around our souls is a
call for us to be vessels for the Spirit’s thriving in the world. It is in this
hope that we commit to engage in continued discipleship and visioning
work as a congregation. So that we might experience renewed life
together and thrive on!

From Bishop Ough’s statement: ‘For those who want to save
their life will lose it and those who lose their life for my sake will find
it (Matthew 16:25). The original Greek language is far more poetic,
powerful and prophetic. In finer translations of the Greek language, we
hear Jesus saying: ‘Whoever seeks to build a wall around their soul
shall destroy it; whoever tears down the wall (around their soul) shall
bring their soul to a living birth.’

The very soul of our country is at stake. When we abandon
strangers who are at risk of bigotry, xenophobia and violence we not
only destroy their hope, we destroy our own souls...When we build
walls of concrete, or walls of divisive rhetoric, or walls of fear, or walls
of immoral immigration policies, we build a wall around our own
souls. Christ calls us to tear down the walls around our own souls that
we might live fully and abundantly. Thus, I call on the Trump
administration and the U.S. Congress to rescind the harmful executive
orders and save the soul of our country. I call upon the people of The
United Methodist Church to see the face of Christ in the refugee. To say
‘no’ to the walling off of our country and our hearts and say ‘yes’ to
their hope—our hope—for new life. Let us unite and work together to

bring the soul of this country to a living birth! ~ Pastor Janelle
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Calendar

Wednesday (February 8)

Bell Choir— 6:30 p.m., Choir Room

Choir Practice—7:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Friday (February 10)

Community Potluck and a Movie, 6:00 p.m., Perry Hall
Sunday (February 12)

Worship—10:00 a.m., Sanctuary

Fellowship Hour—after Worship, Perry Hall

Enrichment Hour—11:30 a.m., Fireside Room
Monday (February 13)

SANDPOINTER deadline
Tuesday (February 14)

United Methodist Women’s Luncheon, noon, Perry Hall

Looking Ahead

Wednesday (February 15)

Choir Practice—7:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Thursday (February 16)

Women’s Bible Study—10:00 a.m., Fireside Room

Rose Writing Group, 7:00—38:30 p.m., Fireside Room
Sunday (February 19)

Worship—10:00 a.m., Sanctuary

Fellowship Hour—after Worship, Perry Hall
Monday (February 20)

Church Offices closed in observance of President’s Day
Tuesday (February 21)

Men’s Bible Study— 10:00 a.m., Fireside Room

Church Council—7:00 p.m., Fireside Room

Women’s Bible Study
1st & 3rd Thursdays
10:00 a.m.—Fireside Room
All women of the church are invited.

ﬁ?é!@mem’s

Men’s Bible Study = MENS
Ist & 3rd Tuesdays de STUDY

10:00 a.m. —Fireside Room
All men of the church are welcome to attend
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We apologize if we missed your birthday. Please call the church
office with your information so we may include you next time.

Message from the Finance Chair
Dear Church Family,

Due to your generous support, our 2017 stewardship effort
finished on a strong note. To date, we have received $168,160 in
pledges (compared to $184,000 in 2015 and about $172,000 in
2016). That is a big increase from where we were in late
December. Thank you!

Unfortunately, despite the strong finish, the church council ended
up making significant cuts to requested spending levels in the
budget. Despite our best efforts to find cuts, we adopted a budget
with a deficit of over $15,000. Because we do not have any cash
reserves, we really cannot afford to run a deficit. Consequently, |
must ask again for additional pledges. If we receive more than the
$15,000 in additional pledges needed to balance the budget, that
will allow us to backfill some of the cuts we made in places like
the music and youth programs.

Once again, thank you for your generous financial support. We
are almost there!

Steve Mullin
Finance Chair

Invitation to
Enrichment Hour

Now through 2017, Enrichment Hour will be a series of monthly
discussions of our pastor's sermons, held the second Sunday of
each month, 11:30-12:30 in the Fireside Room and facilitated by
members of the Adult Education Team.

Update about Mary Pat Matthews

Mary Pat Matthews celebrated her 90th birthday on January 13th.
A family dinner at Cactus Restaurant was the celebration spot for
this milestone birthday celebration.

New Office Hours

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday
8:00-12:00 Fridays
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<H§%il Melodies of Compassion
w February Giving
Red Bird Mission

“The story of Red Bird is one of deep faith in God. Red Bird
Mission was born in answer to prayer. It is a story of gracious
outpouring of prayer and means by the church.”

The Red Bird Mission was established in 1921 in southeastern
Kentucky. The Mission started as a school, but through the years,
they have added to their services. The organization now runs a
medical clinic, a community store and a crafts store,
emergency support services, a clothing assistance drive, a clean
water kiosk, a food pantry, senior housing, a senior center, in-
home respite care, and a meals-on-wheels program. In addition,
the Mission helms the Red Bird Farmer’s Project and the
Women and Children’s Ministries that work with low-income
families. After her children had graduated from the new school,
one of the founding families’ matriarchs, Aunt Carrie Knuckles,
said, “I cannot express in words my appreciation for this school.
Sometimes we can’t see our prayers answered for a long time,
but we must never give up, for God is before us leading us gently
over.” Please give generously in February to this worthy cause.

Youth Helping with
Tent City Meal Prep

Beginning February 26th, every fourth Sunday of the month the
youth are invited to be part of our Tent City 3 dinner meal prep.
Please let Sarah Ritchey know if you or your youth will be
joining us the next Tent City meal prep on February 26th. We
will need to know how many of us will be able to help in advance
each month.

If you have any questions or would like to know more
information, please speak to Sarah Ritchey through the church
office at 206-523-3040, or email at spclittleones@gmail.com.

Our Beautiful Church
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...and the charming Bowell-Gutierrez sisters, taking in the choir
and softly singing along. Photo by Sarah Ritchey

Certificates of Appreciation

7. =3 Photo:
S SE = Terry Cicero receiving a
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A8 Certificate of Appreciation

0' for his years of service to the
church as Head Usher.

Other certificates were given
to Keith and Soona Moxon,
for their Groundskeeping
Efforts; and to Sue Haas and
. Marilynn Pray for their work
~ heading the Worship Team.
Our congregants help the
Church run smoothly; and we
are most grateful to you all.

New Writing Group

The Rose Writing Group is up and running! Tom Trzyna has led
classes on autobiography writing in the past and he is interested,
above all, in working with people's stories so that they can
resolve issues, find spiritual meaning, and lead richer lives.
Meetings are Thursdays, from 7:00—8:30 p.m., usually in the
Fireside Room.If you are interested, or have questions, you can
contact Tom.
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