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SANDPOINTER 
 

October 17, 2017 

Sand Point Community 
United Methodist Church 

4710 NE 70th St., Seattle, WA 98115-6148 
206-523-3040; sandpointcommunity.org 

spcommunity@qwestoffice.net 
Rev. Janelle Kurtz, Pastor 

Welcome to our new  
Childcare Attendant - Becky Shelton!  

Please join us in welcoming our new childcare attendant to our 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries team! 
 

"Hi my name is Becky Shelton. I recently graduated from the 
University of Puget Sound and want to be a marine biologist. 
When I'm not thinking about fish I like doing outdoor activities." 
 

Becky will be joining Brittany Erickson to work in the nursery on 
Sunday mornings and provide childcare on Wednesday evenings 
during choir practice. 
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From the pastor: 
 

Greetings in the name of Christ our Lord! 
 

As part of a recent worship experience, we heard Jesus’ invitation from 
Matthew 11:28, 30: “Come to me, all you that are weary and carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give your rest…For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light” (NRSV). I invited us into a ritual to practice receiving 
this invitation. We were each given a stone and we prayerfully  
imagined transferring all of our burdens into that stone. Then we were 
invited to the baptismal font where we left our stones behind and went 
away renewed by the waters of our baptism.  
  

I left my stone in the font like many of you did. But a funny thing  
happened. The next day, I still found that I had burdens to bear. So I 
practiced the ritual again! But then, wouldn’t you know it, as the day 
wore on, I felt the weight of burdens creeping back. Some new, some 
old that I had not fully relinquished to God’s care. That whole week, I 
found myself practicing this ritual again and again. I remembered  
Jesus’ call again and again. Because I needed it again and again.  
 

As I did this, another Scripture surfaced in my heart, this one from 
Ephesians 4:1-3: “I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a 
life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all  
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace” (NRSV).  I couldn’t help but think, a little tongue in cheek, 
that this doesn’t sound like a very ‘light yoke’ at all!  
  

Humility, gentleness, patience, unity, bearing with one another in love. 
These are the fruits of a lifetime of intentional faith work—of nurture 
and grace, of steadfast planting and pruning. Just as these were  
beginning to feel like a burden all their own, I remembered my stone 
and laid it down again before Jesus in prayer. And in that moment, the 
fruits began to blossom a little more. Patience, gentleness, humility, 
unity all took root a little deeper. When I relinquished the burdens that I 
bear alone, suddenly the call to bear with one another in love didn’t 
seem quite as daunting.  
 

I don’t expect this is any groundbreaking realization. But it served an 
important and timely reminder in my life. I share it with you in the 
hopes that it might spark something in you, too. Maybe, like me, you’ll 
come back for a stone so that you can practice again and again what it 
is to lay your burdens down. May we all receive the rest Jesus promises 
that we can be empowered for the call that is set before us.   
 

   Peace, Pastor Janelle 
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This week 
 

Thursday  (October 19) 
 Women’s Bible Study—10:00 a.m., Fireside Room 
 Missions Team Meeting—7:00 p.m., Fireside Room 
Saturday  (October 21) 
 Ivaloe Meyer’s Memorial—11:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
Sunday  (October 22) 
 Worship—10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

 Youth Choir Practice—immed. after postlude, Sanctuary 
 Fellowship Hour—after Worship, Perry Hall 
 Tent City 3 Dinner—Dinner prep. @ 2 p.m., Lehman 

 Hall; delivery & serving approximately 5 p.m. 
 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

Monday  (October 23)  
 SANDPOINTER deadline 
Wednesday  (October 25)  
 Bell Choir—6:30 p.m., Choir Room 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
Sunday  (October 29) All Saints Sunday 
 Worship—10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
 Youth Choir Practice—immed. after postlude, Sanctuary 
 Fellowship Hour—after Worship, Perry Hall 

 Tuesday  (October 31) 
 Trunk-or-Treat—4:00-6:00 p.m., corner of 35th & 70th 

 Wednesday  (November 1) 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
Thursday  (November 2)  
 Women’s Bible Study—10:00 a.m., Fireside Room 

Pastoral Connection 
 

To connect with Pastor Janelle you can reach her by phone (206-

523-3040) or email (revjkurtz@gmail.com) Sunday-Thursday. 

She takes her days off on Fridays and Saturdays. Pastor Janelle is 

happy to schedule a time to meet with you in person. Appoint-

ments can be scheduled directly through Pastor Janelle or the 

Church Office.  
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Menõs Bible Study 
 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays 
10:00 a.m.—Fireside Room 

 

All men of the church are invited. 

 

Womenõs Bible Study 
 

1st & 3rd Thursdays 
10:00 a.m.—Fireside Room 

 

All women of the church  
are invited. 

 

 
Halloween  

Trunk-or-Treat 
 
 
 
Please mark your calendars and join us Tuesday, October 31st 
from 4:00-6:00 p.m. as Sand Point Community UMC participates 
in this year’s Wedgwood Community Council’s Trick-or-Treat 
with the neighborhood!  
 
We need your help to pass out candy and prizes with the whole 
neighborhood community along 35th Ave NE. We will be  
stationed in the parking lot of the Green & Pietsch Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry office located at 7030 35th Ave NE.  
 
All the Wedgwood stores and businesses open their doors this 
night to costumed characters big and small for this fun-filled 
event! Come as you are or come in costume for this celebration! 
A few cars will be needed to trick or treat from the car trunks. 
Chairs and tables will be made available to those who need to be 
seated.  
 
We will be collecting candy for the evening as well. Please drop 
off any candy donations to the church office. 
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Condolences 

 
 
 

 

Melodies of Compassion 
October 2017 

Operation Nightwatch 
 

October Melodies of Compassion will be donated to Operation 
Nightwatch, an outreach program for Seattle's homeless. Giving 
out a sleeping bag, a bus ticket home, getting someone back to 
work, looking to bring relief in everything they do -- this is  
Operation Nightwatch's mission.  
 

Food and shelter is a top priority, and hundreds of volunteers 
each month agree they show up to prepare and serve late night 
meals to people waiting for shelter. Affordable housing for 24 
low-income seniors is provided, along with activities and services 
to keep people motivated, hopeful, and functioning as a  
community.  
 

The Street Ministry Program reaches out to those who are still 
outside at night, providing food, supplies, and support to the 
homeless.  
 

The annual Sock It To Homelessness sock drive is kicking off in 
October. Please bring new men's athletic socks to Perry Hall,  
beginning on October 8th. We will deliver them to the Shelter 
Dispatch Center on November 12th. Let's show our generous  
outpouring of love and concern through both our Melodies  
donations each week at church, and by bringing socks for our 
homeless friends and neighbors! 
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Books and Food Donations Needed for 
Little Free Library & Little Free Pantry 

 

We are discovering that with school back in session our Little 
Free Pantry and Little Free Library are becoming heavily  
utilized! Please consider helping by bringing donations for both 
of these wonderful community outreach services! Your donation  
contributes to a better quality of life for your neighbors.  
 

Please consider donating children's books to the Little Free  
Library and items to the Little Free Pantry by picking up extras at 
the store, then placing them inside our Little Free Boxes or drop 
off items at our office. If you would like to provide a gift of  
money to support the work of The Little Free Boxes, please be 
sure to indicate that you would like your donation to go to our 
Little Free Pantry or Little Free Library. 
 

If you are inspired and would like to help share in the stewardship 
duties of our Little Free Boxes, please contact Sarah Ritchey at 
spclittleones@gmail.com or the church main office at 206-523-
3040. Stewardship duties include checking in on the Library to 
make sure it is stocked with good books, keeping the Pantry 
stocked with good food, and making sure both boxes are well 
maintained on a daily basis.   
 

Thank you to all who continue their support in generosity,  
gladness, and goodwill!  

We have a place for you in the  
Music Program at Sand Point!  

 

Chancel Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays from 7:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
High School through adult singers are welcome! 
 

Handbell Choir: Rehearses 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at  
6:30-7:30 p.m. We play about once per month at the 10:00 
a.m. service. Previous ringing experience is not necessary. 
 

Youth Choir: Rehearses each Sunday in the Chancel right 
after the postlude for approx. 15 minutes.  Young people in 
3rd thru 8th grades are invited to sing in the Youth Choir.   
 

We hope you will consider taking part in one of our welcoming 
musical communities at Sand Point! 

Leslie Martin, Director of Music 
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Information on Tent City 3 Dinners 
 

SPCUMC continues its gracious commitment of providing one 
meal a month to those at Tent City 3, and volunteers are  
needed to prepare and specifically needed to serve this hot 
meal on the 4th Sunday of every month.   
 

Shopping:  Friday-Sunday. before 2 p.m. Shop at Costco or the 
like and a regular grocery store, deliver food to downstairs 
kitchen (any time after Friday at 7:00 p.m., (or before then, the 
food goes in Perry kitchen), fill out reimbursement form. 
 

Prep:  Sunday of dinner, 2:00-4:45p.m. (or even just the first 
hour or so when extra help is needed) at Sand Point’s 
|downstairs kitchen. Tasks: chop, stir, layer, cook, clean  
dishes. (There is a task for every ability!) 
 

Serving:  About 5:30 pm at Tent City 3ôs current location for 
one hour or so. 
 

Email Jeff Ricco to volunteer or if you have questions!    
Thank you! 

From the Finance Director 
Stewardship Update 

Through 
September 30, 

2017 

 
Pledged 

 
Unpledged 

 
Total 

  

Budgeted $127,499.99 $18,750.01 $146,250.00 

Received $123,174.97 $14,489.48 $137,664.45 

Surplus (deficit) ($4,325.02) ($4,260.53) ($8,585.55) 

 
 

Our  
PrayGround 

 
Worship for all 
at Sand Point 
Community 

UMC 

http://www.solobells.com/Handbell_soloist_Nancy_Kirkner/Photos.html
mailto:spclittleones@gmail.com
tel:(206)%20523-3040
tel:(206)%20523-3040

